To: Russo, Rebecca[Russo. Rebecca@epa.gov] 

Cc: Germann, Sandy[Germann. Sandy@epa.gov] 

From: Vela, Austin 

Sent: Wed 8/26/2015 8:53:52 PM 

Subject: RE: Can I pull down the spreadsheet to do some work? 


Okay. Sandy (cc’d) will be taking over my duties as of tomorrow afternoon. So, please include 
her on this moving forward. Also, I was wanting to update on the question on Sunnyside, if you 
can put this in: 


The Sunnyside Gold Corporation, pursuant to its mining permit and an agreement with the State 
of Colorado, installed bulkheads in the American Tunnel in several locations in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s. The American Tunnel drained the Sunnyside Gold Mine workings during the 
mine’s operating years. When the bulkheads were installed, water elevations rose in the 
mountain and flooded the Sunnyside Gold mine workings. EPA understands that the water 
levels in mine pool have been stable for several years. The Colorado Division of Reclamation, 
Mining and Safety (DRMS) would be a good resource for additional information and estimates 
on volume. 


We have no information indicating an immediate risk of a release from the Sunnyside Mine. 
EPA will be working with our partners at DRMS to evaluate the Gold King Mine release and its 
impact on conditions in the area to determine if additional measures are necessary to address 
potential discharges. 


The relationship between the water in the Sunnyside Gold Mine and other mines in the area is a 
complex topic. Many of the mines in the area either intersect the same geologic structures and/or 
are in close proximity to the same structures. The DRMS has extensive knowledge and details 
on Sunnyside and other mines in the area, and that information has been the subject of extensive 
discussion and review with EPA and the Animas River Stakeholder Group (ARSG) over the last 
several years. 


From: Russo, Rebecca 

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 2:45 PM 

To: Vela, Austin 

Subject: RE: Can I pull down the spreadsheet to do some work? 
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I can only imagine. I’ll be on it for a while. We’re meeting with ORC/OGC/OCIR in a bit and 

I’ll be updating it based on what’s ready to go/has gone. 


Thanks again! 


Rebecca A. Russo 

Region 8 Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison 
Office: 303-312-6757 
Cell: 303-204-1930 


From: Vela, Austin 

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 2:19 PM 
To: Russo, Rebecca 

Subject: RE: Can I pull down the spreadsheet to do some work? 


Yeah, I feel your pain. It was even worse on the shoddy wireless network we had at the previous 
UAC. 


From: Russo, Rebecca 

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2015 1:46 PM 

To: Vela, Austin 

Subject: Can I pull down the spreadsheet to do some work? 


I really don’t like working in Excel online. 


Thanks! 
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Rebecca A. Russo 


Region 8 Congressional and Intergovernmental Liaison 
Office: 303-312-6757 
Cell: 303-204-1930 
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